Tetraplegia: update on assessment.
The overall assessment in the tetraplegic patient should be comprehensive and detailed. This paper discusses aspects of the medical and physical assessment that normally may go unrecognized but are extremely important in the outcome of the tetraplegic patient. A comprehensive classification also is provided as a new guideline for rehabilitation and surgery. Additionally, the power of [figure: see text] cultural, social, and personal dimensions of disability are illustrated and the importance of these dimensions as they relate to assessment is examined. Finally, the COPM is introduced as an outcome measure capable of crossing cultural [table: see text] boundaries and allowing for the comparison of interventions.